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Agenda

Sampling / Analysis / Certificates

Importing TOPSOIL

Site preparation

Delivery Options

Placement

De-Compaction

Verification

Special thanks to Tim O’Hare Associates & NHBC
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British Sugar TOPSOIL: Sampling / Analysis / Certificates 
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Sampling & Analysis: 

British Sugar TOPSOIL analyse for 70 different parameters

• Samples are taken in accordance, at least, to BS3882:2015 every 5,000m3 (8KT)

• 25 sub samples are taken to ensure the bulk sample is representative

• We analyse our products over 30 times each year and hold historical data

• Laboratory analysis is undertaken at a UKAS and MCERT accredited laboratory

• Tim O’Hare Associates report includes

• Declaration of compliance BS3882:2015 / BS8601:2013

• Analytical schedule

• Results of analysis

• Conclusion

• Recommendations

• Certificate of Analysis 

We ensure a representative sample is taken
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Analytical Schedule: 
Ensures are product contains no concentrations of chemical contaminants 

that would cause significant harm to human health and the environment

We watermark all 

certificates to prevent 

fraud

Report should also include:

• Results

• Feedback on Potential Contaminants

• Recommendation
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Declaration of compliance BS3882:2015
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Certificate of Analysis

We analysis for 70 

Parameters

If older than 6 months ask 

questions?
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Importing subsoil / topsoil & Site Preparation
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Remember that every project and planting scheme is 
unique

The aspect of the site. Is it 
North or South facing?

Is a subsoil needed?

Is the site drained?

What is the texture of the 
existing topsoil. Is it free 

draining or moisture 
retentive?

What is the nutrient 
content of the existing soil 

and the needs of your 
planting scheme?

What is the texture of the 
subsoil and does it need de-

compacting?

Check access to your site

A site survey can save you a 

lot of time & money



10

Buying soil 'blind' is extremely risky. 

• Insist on an up-to-date analysis

• Build a relationship with your supplier like you would a nursery

Details

• Contact name and Company name

• Phone number, Email address & Site contact

• Product(s) and tonnage / number of bulk bags

• Delivery (with post code and vehicle type) or collection

• Date of delivery

• Site opening times

• Any special delivery instruction, loads per day

Site Access Considerations

• Bulk deliveries can be made by articulated, 8 wheeler or grab 
lorries depending on access and availability.

• As a guide the amount of TOPSOIL carried by these lorries is:

• Articulated lorries approx. 29t

• 8 Wheeler lorries approx. 20t (17t)

• Grab lorries approx. 15t

Importing TOPSOIL: 
We're becoming increasingly aware of soil being rejected at site due to poor quality



11

Delivery Options
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Site storage / Tipping area: 

Segregated / On high ground / Accessible / Clean 
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The causes of soil compaction: 

Handle soils when they are ‘friable’ and not when ‘plastic’ 

• Soil excavation & stockpiling

• Vehicle trafficking

• Feet trampling

• Site compounds

• Storage of materials 

• Piling mats 

• Self-compaction, rainfall

• Surface mulches

• Excessive topsoil depths

• Tree rootballs
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De-compacting: Ripper tine and Landscape Rake

Ripping of subsoil to 400mm

Designated traffic routes / tipping areas

Place and rake topsoil, max 300mm
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Report:

• Chain of custody (if materials are verified off-site)

• Plot numbers

• Photos & Plan of depth check holes

• Has the final version of the design been reviewed and accepted?

• Has enough time been allowed for the lab analysis to be completed to 

meet the site deadlines?

• Sampling ratio?

• Poor quality photos

• Incorrect analysis provided, (e.g. Full contamination analysis BS3882 /BS8601)

• Analysis is out of date

• Analysis exceeds agreed concentrations

• Change in soil source is not documented

• Wrong subsoil / topsoil depths

Site Verification: Regulator - NHBC needs
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Site Managers Guide & Aftercare Guide

Download from the web site or request a hard copy
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British Sugar TOPSOIL Product Range

Available in bulk loads or bulk bags

Landscape20 is a fully-analysed and compliant to 

BS3882:2015, sandy loam, TOPSOIL. It is ideal for general 

landscaping projects such as seeding and turfing .

HortLoam is a BS3882:2015 compliant planting topsoil. 

With optimum reserves of organic matter and nutrients, 

HortLoam is ideal for planting rootball trees, shrub bed, 

retained planters and vegetable planting projects. 

Lawn dressing is ideal for the construction and repair of 

lawns where a free draining but fertile rootzone is needed. 

Free Draining subsoil: Suitable where a faster draining 

subsoil is needed i.e. lawns, sports pitches & tree pits

General Purpose subsoil: Compliant to BS8601:2013 as a 

multi purpose subsoil. Suitable for general landscaping 

purposes, trees, shrubs and amenity grasses
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To find out more about British Sugar TOPSOIL

To arrange a visit or for more  information on TOPSOIL products call 0870 240 2314 

or visit our web site www.bstopsoil.co.uk

“British Sugar TOPSOIL can help builders meet the requirements of Chapter 10.2 of NHBC standards”

andy.spetch@britishsugar.com


