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Topsoil Market 2.5MT/year

Manufactured Soil: Mineral & Organic 
Blend 

Natural Soil : Variable
Skip Waste : DANGER

The Market and Sources of Topsoil 
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Sampling & Analysis: 

An analysis certificate is only as good as the sampling

• Samples should be taken in accordance to at least BS3882:2015 every 5,000m3 (8KT)

• 25 sub samples are taken to ensure the bulk sample is representative

• Laboratory analysis is undertaken at a UKAS and MCERT accredited laboratory

• Tim O’Hare Associates report includes

• Declaration of compliance BS3882:2015

• Analytical schedule

• Results of analysis

• Conclusion

• Recommendations

• Certificate of Analysis 
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Analytical Schedule: Don’t forget contamination testing

• PSA and stone content
• pH and EC values

• Exchangeable sodium %
• Major plant nutrients

• OM%
• C:N ratio

• Heavy metals
• Total cyanide and total (mono) phenols

• Aromatic and aliphatic TPH (C5-C35 banding

• Speciated PAHs (US EPA 16 suite)
• Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene

• Asbestos screen

Potential Contaminants levels are measured against recognised industry standards
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Topsoil Testing

• Compliance to BS3882:20015
• Date

• Source of soil

• UKAS and MCERTS accredited lab / Methods

• Horticultural Properties
• e.g.. pH, drainage, aeration, fertility, organic matter, microbes

• Potential Contaminants – part of BS3882:2015 
• e.g.. Heavy metals, TPH, PAHs, BTEX, phenol, asbestos

• Interpretation and recommendations
• Sample examination, Analytical schedule, Results

• PSA, pH, %OM, fertility, Potential Contaminants

• Conclusion & Recommendations

A good analysis report should include
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BS3882:2015: Good but not always the full answer. 

Don’t forget contamination analysis

• Only applies to IMPORTED TOPSOIL

• Multipurpose Grade

• Specific Purpose Grade (acid / alkaline / low fertility)

• It is not the ‘be all end all’

• A good starting point

• Read the notes below Table 1

• Build ‘project specific’ soil specifications for each scheme

• Don’t always think that compliance to BS3882:2015 means you will get a 

good topsoil delivered!
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Don’t forget the subsoil BS8601:2013

Subsoil shouldn't  mean cheap! 

• Only applies to IMPORTED Subsoil

• Multipurpose Grade

• Specific Purpose Grade (acid / alkaline / low fertility)

• It is not the ‘be all end all’

• A good starting point

• Build ‘project specific’ soil specifications for each scheme

• Consider the drainage?

• Consider the topsoil?

• Consider the planting scheme?

• Don’t always think that compliance to BS8601:2013 means you will get a 

suitable subsoil delivered!
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Questions for suppliers

Visiting is always recommended

• What is the source of your topsoil  is it BS3882:2015 compliant?

• Greenfield / Brownfield / Skip / Manufactured ?

• Do you use PAS100 compost?

• Is there an auditable process ?

• Are quality ingredients being used?

• How is the topsoil stored?

• What tonnage is available?

• Period of availability ?

• Is there enough for my project

• What is their sampling protocol ?

• Who does your sampling?

• Can I have a copy of your analysis?

• Date of last analysis?

• Suite of analysis ?

• Do you have testimonials?

• Affiliation to Trade Organisations? (BALI )


